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Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 01 July 2003 
2a)M This action is FINAL. 2 b)D This action is non-final 

4) I3 Claim(s) 1-14 and 25-33 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) EI Claim(s) ±14and25£3_ is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10JTJ The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b]TJ objected to by the Examiner 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 

110 The proposed drawing correction fi.ed on is: a)D approved b)Q djsapprove(J by the Examjner 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) Q The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S C § 1 19(a)-(d) or (T> 
a)D All b)D Some* c)Q None of: 
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isn iirJ , e f " I' 0 " ° f the f0rei9n lan9uage P rovi sional application has been received 
15)D Acknowledgment .s made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ MTanL 121 

Attachment(s) 

Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) I — | 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5 H 'tT* fT"?/ 1 ™* Pa P e ' "0(3). 

3) □ Informal Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 6 ] I □ ilner Application (PTO-152) 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

Claims 1-14 and 25-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as containing 
subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably 
convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. Instant claims 1-14 and 25 have been amended and 
new claims 26-33 submitted to specify that the photosensitive member and the intermediate 
transfer element are brought into contact "at a contact nip". Basis for this limitation is asserted 
as being present in the specification at page 5, lines 8-12. The specification at this passage 
states that the photosensitive member and the intermediate image-transfer or imaging 
transferring belt are brought into contact such that there is a nip contact breadth of several 
millimeters at a contact pressure of from 5 to 1000 g/cm 2 The specification is specific in this 
disclosure as requiring not just a contact nip but a contact nip under specific length and 
pressure conditions. As now presented, the claims fail to include these length and pressure 
conditions. The claims include contact lengths of more than several millimeters and less than 
several millimeters, including a line contact. The claims also include contact nip pressures of 
less than 5 and more than 1 000 g/cm 2 . Such embodiments are not disclosed in the 
specification for a contact nip. The claims as presented are not described in the specification as 
filed and include new matter as a result. 
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Conclusion 



Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant 
is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Christopher D RoDee whose telephone number is 703 308-2465. The 
examiner can normally be reached on most weekdays from 6 to 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mark Huff can be reached on 703 308-2464. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703 872-9310 for regular 
communications and 703 872-931 1 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703 308-0661 . 
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